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Controversial America 
	America, the land of the free and the home of the brave. The land of democracy and free liberties. American is known for its great freedoms that it brings to all of its people. It’s known for its democracy giving the people of America the power to have input, bringing a balance to the relationship between them and the government. Based on the American government, every American’s rights is protected under the code of law. However events that took place in American history like the internment of U.S. citizens, Indian removal and slavery have displayed evidence that there is a contradiction between the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality in America. 
	In the beginning of America, it was known as the land of the free but who was really free? Around the seventeenth-hundreds America progressed the idea of what an American was and it was described as a white people or a person with lighter color skin. Due to the fact the all of the white people were all immigrants from other countries, an American was not based on ethnicity. During the expansion of America there was areas that was ran by Indians or Native Americans, the white people unfairly took over and pushed them out of their land. The white people thought of themselves as the highest class, and they believed that America lands was theirs by manifest destiny. Thus proving that the American people only wanted equality with in there people as white skins. Even though many Indian tribes were promised peace by America with singed treaties. However, the American government found ways to go against it. This displayed a contradiction between the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality in America. The American government would have to find a way to compromise with the Indians and get their acknowledgement to do the things they did to them. In order to say that America brings democracy and equality, because what they did to the native Americans it can be argued that it wasn’t democratic and unfair.
Moreover, when the declaration of Independence was signed the rights of every American’s freedoms given was protected. The bill of rights was a list of rights granted to all Americans. It gave the people the right of speech, bear arms, religion and others. The point of this was to enforce democracy and equality between its people and the government. Even though America did in fact do as they proclaimed, it was to whom it applied to that proves that there is a contradiction between the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality in America. This is because separating Americans rights by the color of their skin is obviously displaying inequality. It wasn’t until later in the eighteen-hundreds where Africans were also seen as African-Americans. Any person born with darker skin was not given the same rights as of a light skin proving that America didn’t grant all Americans their rights displaying inequality. However American did began to see how the way black people was being treated in America and saw how it didn’t go with the idea of what America was or was trying to be. This error was fixed by the thirteenth amendment, however it didn’t really come in effect till years after when racism in America wasn’t as common. This is evidence proves that the idea of what an American was, was advancing, it was something other than the color of a persons’ skin.
	In addition, around the mid nineteen-hundreds, after being blindsided by Japan at Pearl Harbor, most of the Japanese-America population in the west was forced to go camps. According to Eric Foner a historian, the president of the United States at that time order the expulsion of all Japanese decants removing more than eleven-hundred-thousand Japanese people with two-thirds of them being American citizens (Eric Foner 22, 649). The fact that even the Japanese Americans were included in the expulsion shows the contradiction between the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality in America. This is because in the American government any citizen has the right to defend themselves from the government. The government gave Japanese no option to defend their rights as a citizen in America. This showed inequality by how Japanese Americas were no longer treated the same as other Americans. Some of the Japanese American citizens didn’t feel like they were ever Americans (Mary Gruenewald).  	
	Moreover, what makes a person American? Around that time period immigrants could get citizen ship granting them with benefits of being an American but does that make them an American. Could it be that being an American isn’t what a person thinks they are but what the country thinks they are? In the life story of Mary Matsuda Gruenewald a Japanese victim of America’s expulsion the young girl explains how she was stripped of all the rights of being an American (Gruenewald). In the story it can be seen that before the bombing Mary, her family, and her county understood the idea of Japanese Americas. It can be assumed that there was a lot of Japanese families that have been born and raised in America due to literature of people’s stories. In the book “looking like the enemy”, Mary always thought of herself as an American and her family was Japanese Americans. She grew up learning and living both cultures. Mary explains how she would do common American cultured actives and traditions along with Japanese cultured actives and tradition (Gurenewald 11). After the bombing at Pearl Harbor it can be seen as if Mary and her family came to an understanding that they were still Americans, however the country didn’t see Mary, her family, or any other Japanese decants as Americans thus being the reason why they were treated as such (Gurenewald). The forced evacuation and internment of U.S. citizen contradicts what the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality. America under any circumstances by law shouldn’t have been able to do what they did to the Japanese Americans, it’s not just unequal and undemocratic it can be define to be un-American that’s how controversial America has been.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, due to evidence in American history like: the internment of U.S. citizens where the Japanese Americas were forced into containment. The Indian removal where America broke treaties to take over their land. Slavery where America found out that in order to be an truly free country they would have to give rights to all of its people. Based on these historic events It can’t be argued against that there has been a contradiction between the rhetoric of democracy and equality and the reality of exclusion and inequality in America.
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