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Courage

The word courage dates back to the late 13th century from the French word “corage”, meaning heart, which is perceived as a metaphor meaning inner strength. The formal definition is “the quality of the mind or spirit that enables a person to face a difficult, dangerous, pain ect., without fear;” (Dictionary.com)   Courage is a powerful word that can be better understood to know about the different types the word courage can be used. 

Courage is bravery. Courage is the sense that it is mandatory to step up or face against what most would not. For example, in the cartoon”Courage the Cowardly Dog”, the dog gets in many situations where his owner gets captured by scary monsters. The dog, who is a coward, has to be brave and face these monsters to save his owner. If the dog were to be too scared of the monsters and coward out of facing them this would not be courageous. The show always ended with the dog becoming braver to face those monsters to save his owner. The dog’s actions made it a courageous performance.


Courage is heart. From the 13th century definition of courage, is used as a metaphor meaning inner strength (etymonline.com). Inner strength cannot be measured or taught. Inner strength isn’t something that can be given. It must come from the heart, where the sensation and the desire to act explode through the body, eliminating any thought of fear, this how it is an act of courage. This brings me back to the time where I started in my first varsity high school football game against Granger High. I remember when I had to go up against an offensive lineman who was twice my size, statistically it was improbable that I had any chance to get through him, but I dug deep and I ran him over him like a truck with no brakes. My opponent obviously had strength and size over me, but the only thing he didn’t have was heart, that’s how I got through him.


Courage is heroic; the outcome of what most would state a courageous objective would be is considered to be a heroic act. When a person steps in the way of danger by definition it is acquiesce to be an act of courageousness. If the person were to step in the way of danger to save or to help another, by definition it is considered to be an act of heroisms. In the movie “I Am Legend”, Dr. Robert Nelval created the cure to heal everyone who was infected with this disease, but the only way to get the cure out to the world was to take his own life. Dr. Nelval displaced an act of heroisms and courageousness. If Dr. Nelval were to just get the cure out there with no trouble or challenge this would not be courageous.   
.      Courage takes back to the 13th century where it was a simple definition meaning heart. In the present day the English language and society is has not changed, but added on to the idea of what courage means. Courage is a powerful word. It can be described in many ways to enhance it understanding for instance: Courage is bravery meaning to face something most would not. Courage is heart, meaning its found deep inside. Courage is heroic, where being courageous is an act of heroism.
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