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Should we pay college athletes?


Over centuries sports have been played to entertain thousands. World sports entertainment can be fairly expensive. The average American spends more than fifty-thousand dollars on sport entertainment every year according to (creditloan.com.), Professional athletes make a profit form this entertainment.  College sports are a big time entertainment industry that does not pay their athletes, and should not; because it defeats the purpose of being a college athlete, it is not fair to other students and it would corrupt college teams. 

A college athlete is simply student who participates in a school organized sport. According to (wordpress.com), paid college athletes have a chance that the money would corrupt their minds; consequently, the desire to go to class and improve their education outside their sport could be decreased. If athletes were to stop going to class and just play their sport, it would then defeat the purpose of going to college. According to (atgfoundations.org), one of the main purposes of going to college is to further ones education. 


 College sports are known to show more heart than professional sports. The main reason why, is that professional athletes get paid and college athletes do not get paid. For example from (bleacherreport.com),
“In the NBA, athletes are paid, and in college they are not. So, in the NBA, players are more interested in themselves and their paychecks than winning a basketball game as a team, by and large. College athletes care about hustle and heart to do whatever it takes to win as a team.” (Jake Wilcox 10.). 
College athletes show more fire in them than professional athletes, mainly because of money. One of the biggest reasons and perks of being a professional athlete is that you make a lot of money. According to (ehow.com), the average professional athlete makes 2.9 million dollars a year. This is a big motivator for college athletes to become professional. If colleges paid a minimum as a fourth of the average professional athlete’s income to their athletes, it then would destroy some of the desire in college athletes to go professional. Even though college athletes work as hard and entertain thousands just like the professional athletes do. They still should not be paid for playing college sports.
 In relation to (nytimes.com), people argue that colleges should pay their athletes. During an athlete’s season they would not have time, for a job or to make any money for that matter. College sports make a lot of money off their events and some argue that the players deserve a cut. The arguers also stated that it would make the game more honest and entertaining, but in a way athletes with scholarships do get go to school for free. The athletes’ pay cut should go to their school; because that’s what they represent and to play at the collegiate level is a privilege not a right  

College athlete’s biggest goals or even dreams could be to have their occupation be their sport and make a lot of money. According to (yardbarker.com), making a lot of money is a big reason college athletes want to become professional athletes. If colleges were to pay their athletes, the athlete’s motivation would then vary; even the value of being a professional athlete would change.   

Paying college athletes would be unfair to the rest of the college’s student body. A student may not be gifted athletically, but could be academically. This would make it unfair to the academically gifted students. They may not be the ones who are scoring touchdowns or dropping three pointers, but they are the ones in the debate team wining a met or in chess club saying check mate. These and other academic entertainments might not be popular as the sport entertainments are, but it would be unfair not to pay them as well.

In professional sports, a team fighting over who should get paid more is no shocker. Some professional athletes are known to leave their team because they wouldn’t pay the athlete what he or she wanted. If colleges were to pay their athletes, than probably not every athlete’s paycheck would be the same. This would cause corruption in the team. The team would argue who would get paid the most. The players would soon envy each other causing the team to corrupt.     
College sports entertain thousands of people even more than professional sports do, because college sports have a different meaning than professional sports do. This is why college sports are different than professional sports. According to (tripod.com), if college athletes start getting paid, playing college sports would lose its significance; it would affect the purpose of being a college athlete, the love of the game, and college athletes’ motivation.
Work cited 
. "Reasons for going to college ." ATG foundations. N.p.. Web. 10 Jan 2013. <http://www.atgfoundations.org/reasons.html>.

Wilcox, Jake. "Which Is More Exciting, College Or Pro Sports? A Debate ." multiple sports. bleacher reports, 12 Mar 2009. Web. Web. 10 Jan. 2013. <http://bleacherreport.com/articles/138117-college-sports-or-pro-sports-which-is-more-exciting>.
. "120 reasons college sports are better than pro sports ."Bucknuts. N.p.. Web. 11 Jan 2013. <http://bucknuts2.tripod.com/bucknuts/id7.html>.
long , nicole. "The Average Salary of a Pro Athlete ." eHow Money. N.p.. Web. 10 Jan 2013. <http://www.ehow.com/info_7766040_average-salary-pro-athlete.html>.http://www.ncaa.org/wps/wcm/connect/nli/nli/document+library/athletic+scholarship

nikki, Dall'Asen. "The Shame of Paying College Athletes ." N.p., 11 November 2012. Web. Web. 10 Jan. 2013. <http://nikkidallasen.wordpress.com/2012/11/11/the-shame-of-paying-college-athletes/>.
harword, Rich. "How Much The Average American Spends on Entertainment ." visualeconomics. N.p.. Web. 10 Jan 2013.
Norty, . "The 5 Best Perks (Aside from Money) Of Being A Professional Athletes." Yardbarkers. N.p., 14 september 2010. Web. 10 Jan 2013. <The 5 Best Perks (Aside from Money) Of Being A Professional Athletes>.
