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Engineering with and without a degree   
            Today the field of Engineering is growing rapidly due to the advancement of technology. It has been known to be one of the highest paying careers and one of the most available careers to have. Although it’s one of the most available there is still lots of competition. But have you ever thought about how the competition is for people who don’t have a degree or even participated in education higher than high school? In other words can people without degrees compete with the ones who do?
            According to Mr. Tomlin a non-degree holder and the lead “IT guy” at Rent-A-Center. He claims that it more than unlikely to be able to compete with anyone in this field if you don’t have a degree depending on what field of engineering. He believes that there is a lot of jobs in the engineering field that doesn’t require degrees. Tomlin says, “Technicians very based on what company they work for”. He explains how he and other technicians don’t have degrees but still have a decent job. When it comes to the pay rate Tomlin says, “Having a degree will always get paid better than not having a degree”, this is known in almost any career field. 
What if you don’t have a degree and want to work for the most competitive level of an Engineering field of work? Could it be possible? Mr. Tomlin believes that it is almost impossible, however he does believe “it’s can be doable if the person has a really good creditability along with knowing the right people to get you in.  However if you get in, the company is more than likely to put you back to school” In other words you can compete for the job but you more than likely will need a degree to get it.
 This leaves a question how many people are working as engineers that don’t a college degree? According to “CNETNews.com”, Five percent of people who work in science and engineering hold only a high school diploma. After telling Mr. Tomlin the statistic from the website he wasn’t surprised he says, "that sounds like a good estimate." Why would these people not get a degree? Tomlin's comment on the question was , "well there could be people like me that never had the money to go college. I have the money now but I'm too old. If I had the money when I graduated high school I would have loved to go but now I have too many priorities that I have to take care of before college.".  
This brings up the question what does it take to be successful as an engineer? The engineering degree is known to be one of the most challenging degrees to get. There is a debate on what it takes, what skills or good habits a person have to have to be successful. From the stand point of a non-degree holder Mr. Tomlin explains his opinion, " I  think in order  to be successful you would have to be dedicated to it.". According to CollegeConfindental.com Engineering is the top drop major in colleges In the United States. What makes this major so hard that would get people to quit or change majors? Tomlin agreed to the website he said that " just to pass by will not easy, it takes hard work dedication and patients." When Tomlin was learning about computers, he wasn't learning from a college he was learning  from his father who also never got a engineering degree.  Tomlin said. "My father favorite hobby was building computers... He is the reason why I found working with technology so interesting." Tomlin agrees that the best thing a college student can have  to be successful in his or hers major is interest. If your studying something your not interested in then its going to take a lot more to be successful. 
In conclusion, engineering is one of the most challenging majors. This major has the most college students drop outs and   major changes than another. To be successful  a student must have interest in this major. They will need to be dedicated, ambiguous and ready to sacrifice some free time. If you chose not to get a degree there are engineering like jobs some you may compete for but don’t be expected to get a job over any one with a degree  and if you do make it don’t expect to be paid as much as an degree holder. Tomlins last comment advising college students was "...Always put school first, but never forget to have fun."
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